Walla Walla County Council on HousingWALLA WALLA COUNTY DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY HEALTH


		Meeting Minutes
		May 27, 2021
	

	Present:
	Voting Board Members: 
☒Craig Volwiler- Finance Sector
☒Mike Rizzitiello, City of College Place, Chair
☐Jay Potts, City of Prescott
☒Elizabeth Chamberlain, City of Walla Walla 
☒Randy Hinchliffe, City of Waitsburg
☒TJ Espinoza, Realtor 
☒Juli Reinholz, Faith-Based 
☒Kathy Covey, BMAC
	  
☐VETERANS VACANT
☒Renee Rooker, WWHA
☒Andrea Weckmueller-Behringer, Transportation
☐Norrie Gregoire, Corrections/Safety
☐LEGAL VACANT
☒Anne-Marie Zell-Schwerin, DV shelter
☐Tim Meliah, Youth Services
☐HOSPITAL VACANT
☐Greg Tompkins, BOCC 

	Non-Voting Participants: Emily Brown, Pam Clayton
DCH Staff: Sam Jackle


Quorum Present – Yes

Welcome:  Meeting began at 2:03 p.m. Welcome and introductions occurred in the Zoom room.

Approval of April 22, 2021 Minutes:  Andrea motioned to approve with correction made to a grammar error, Craig seconded, all were in favor.

Housing Needs Assessment (Elizbeth): Joint planning commission meeting – Monday, June 7th at 7 p.m. via Zoom with all planning commissions from the cities. Draft plan is available via City of Walla Walla website (look for follow-up email from Elizabeth Chamberlain). Each city will then finalize the adoption process through their planning commissions and city councils. No questions, but council members are encouraged to review the plan.

Community Land Trust/Common Roots (Mike): Initial land trust board has been constituted; corporation papers being worked on. Grants are being written for an executive director position. There will be an ongoing schedule for presentations at various city council workshops.

Emergency Housing Vouchers & Evergreen Commons (Renee): Housing authority awarded 15 emergency housing vouchers (EHV). Effective July 1. Will enter MOU with County and BMAC, as all referrals must come through coordinated entry. EHV come with funds for case management. Eligibility is for those that are homeless and/or at-risk of homelessness. Housing authority has requested an additional 10 vouchers if any are available (some housing authorities will not be accepting them). These vouchers only last until September 30, 2023. Housing authority will be revising their plan to be strategic about voucher use based on timelines of available vouchers. Evergreen Commons awaiting bids (due end of June), preliminary conversations with contractor. Each day is a moving day on pricing due to cost of building materials (especially lumber). Evergreen Commons will add 29 units of permanent supportive housing and will also include some meeting spaces. Teaming with BMAC and Comprehensive for case management. 

ERAP and T-RAP Update (Kathy and Sam): NW Justice Project guest – information about this new legislation that impacts landlord tenant rights. Neutral Ground guest – to discuss their program to provide certifications (DRC certificate is required for the Landlord to file an unlawful detainer case in Court). T-RAP through month of May has been $191,605 in rent assistance and 105 households served.

Other Business: Department of Justice repealed ruling from a federal judge regarding the CDC being unable to uphold a moratorium. If it is not appealed, the moratorium could be ruled illegal. Question raised about HB1590 and HB1070 – Community Council’s Implementation Taskforce exploring this, nothing concrete yet. Elizabeth shared that she did a presentation on Monday regarding affordable housing toolkit options that include information on what has been done to-date, what is currently in the works, as well as the sales tax options. Walla Walla City Council planning to explore this in second or third quarter of 2022. Council wants to create an ad hoc committee to look at these toolkit options (Ted K, Steve Moss, Riley Clubb) – toolkit options were a sewer/water fee, and HB1590 and 1070. Elizabeth shared they she would be willing to give a similar presentation at an upcoming meeting. 2020 Local Homeless Housing Funds Report anticipated completion by June Council on Housing Meeting. State has implemented tax increment financing – this will be an upcoming agenda item, as rules will be completed closer to July 25th.


Adjournment: The meeting was adjourned at 2:36 p.m.
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